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Learn about the vision and
offerings, including the
PLASTINARIUM and

von Hagens Plastination’s
fully operational laboratory.
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The enterance to the PLASTINARIUM in Guben, Germany

HOW OUR
FACILITIES &
LABORATORY
GCAME TO BE...

REAL ANATOMY FOR TEACHING

THE LARGEST PLASTINATION
GENTER IN THE WORLD

Anatomists, students, and those curious
about anatomy and plastination often ask
if it would be possible to visit our plastina-
tion laboratory. Most people are surprised
and delighted to learn that the PLASTI-
NARIUM is open for all visitors.

Dr. Gunther von Hagens, the inven-
tor of Plastination and creator of BODY
WORLDS had a vision prior to founding
von Hagens Plastination and establishing
the PLASTINARIUM.

‘I strongly believe
in the democratization of anatomy,

that science should be available
to the general public

instead of being locked up

in an ivory tower”

Dr. Gunther von Hagens

Many people know that Heidelberg, Ger-
many, is the birthplace of plastination. This
is where Dr. von Hagens had been operat-
ing from the time he invented plastination,
and where the Institute for Plastination, the
BODY WORLDS exhibitions and Biodour®
Products (which distributes auxiliary prod-
ucts for plastination) are headquartered. In
2006, when he decided he needed to ex-

Dr. von Hagens began his quest to bring
anatomy to the masses when he creat-
ed his BODY WOLRDS exhibitions. Once
they became famous and seen by many
millions of people around the world, he de-
cided the next step would be to expand his
laboratories to make them large enough to
fulfil the needs of universities and other
teaching institutions around the world. He
also wanted to create a facility that would
be open to all, so that they could discover
plastination in a whole new way.

pand, the high cost and simple lack of space
around Heidelberg meant he needed to look
to other locations.

Soon after, an advocate from the German
town of Guben reached out to persuade Dr.
von Hagens to come and visit his town at
the German/Polish border (about two hours
from Berlin). While advocating he promised
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Distance from HEIDELBERG TO GUBEN is 700 km (435 miles)
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The facility shortly after it was acquired by von Hagens

Dr. von Hagens that Guben offered ample
land and buildings that were move-in ready,
and that these buildings would only cost
one Euro! The location in the Eastern part of
Germany was enchanting and special to Dr.
von Hagens since he grew up near there. It
sounded too good to be true.

In October of 2005, Dr. von Hagens and his
team from Heidelberg, set out to check out
Guben. After a long, eight-hour drive they ar-
rived at an old and abandoned clothing fac-
tory in the heart of Guben. It had been sitting
idle since German reunification. While it was

impressively huge (more than 300,000 sq. ft.
or 30,000 m?), it quickly became apparent
why the building would only cost one Euro.

Trees were growing out of the roof tops,
buildings were exposed to the elements and
most areas needed complete renovation.
While most of his team was unimpressed,
Dr. von Hagens was undeterred. He saw
potential in the space and immediately be-
gan to make plans for creating his new facili-
ty. A month later construction began.

An aerial view of the refurbished facility.

Today, after a lot of time and investment,
a good portion of the facilities have been
completely refurbished. However, it remains
a work in progress and obsolete some parts
remain relics of the 1990’s, 1950’s or even
1900.

The PLASTINARIUM and von Hagens Plas-
tination, which operate under the umbrella
of Gubener Plastinate GmbH, employ more
than 100 people and the company has be-
come an economic driver in area.
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN VISITING
THE PLASTINARIUM &
VON HAGENS PLASTINATION

Guben is a small town located in a remote
area of Germany. While our facilities are not
centrally located to any major city, it is pos-
sible to visit on a day trip from Berlin. How-
ever, when flying in from Frankfurt or Munich
(the major German air hubs) a same day trip
is not advised. To reach Guben from out-

J—

Berlin, capital of Germany—two hours from Guben.

The facilities are conveniently located right
across the train station in Guben. If you take a
train to Guben you can’t miss the signs lead-
ing you to the PLASTINARIUM, which is just
a short walk away. The exhibition and open
laboratory in the PLASTINARIUM, are in an
area spanning 3,000 m? (30,000+ sq. ft.).

Here, visitors can not only learn about anat-
omy, but also view live dissections, up close.
The rotating exhibits at the PLASTINARIUM
show the latest plastinated specimens that
are set to go on tour in the BODY WORLDS
exhibits, historical specimens, and a collec-
tion of the oldest and most unique speci-
mens never seen outside of Guben.

side Germany you need to factor in either
a trip to Berlin or a train ride from Frankfurt
or Munich, which will take about 6-7 hours.
Most visitors to Guben combine the trip with
a stopover in Berlin, where they can explore
the beautiful capital and take the train to and
from Guben.

Visitors can observe the open dissection hall in the PLASTINARIUM

Views from exhibition hall in the PLASTINARIUM
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The PLASTINARIUM makes up about 10%
of the facilities. Registered customers of von
Hagens Plastination can request specialized
tours of the facilities, by appointment. There
is also the opportunity to attend scheduled
workshops. The plastination laboratories in-
clude state of the art facilities and the most
advanced plastination equipment. Dissec-
tion areas include modern HVAC systems
and all the tools needed to prepare the most
minute dissections.

The campus includes a dedicated building

QUICK
FACTS

LOCATION
Guben, Germany at the German/Polish
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where each step of the plastination process
takes place, including the dehydration and
forced impregnation of specimens. There
are various other laboratories, a film studio,

storage facilities, workshop spaces, more
than 20 guest rooms for visitors, and so
much more.

Large animals and rarely seen animal specimens are featured at the PLASTINARIUM

FREQUENTLY

ASKED QUESTIONS

Do I need to schedule a visit,

or can | just show up?

The PLASTINARIUM is currently open to
the public Friday — Sunday from 10 am to
6 pm (last entry 4 pm). Private tours for 20+
people can be arranged for an additional fee
on other days of the week. Please visit the
PLASTINARIUM website to confirm opening
days and hours before your visit.
www.plastinarium.com

What will | see when | visit

the PLASTINARIUM,

will | get a tour of the laboratory?

In a small area of the PLASTINARIUM, staff
will be working on dissection. Specific ar-
eas are open to all visitors of the PLASTI-
NARIUM. If you are a registered client of von
Hagens Plastination and want to plan a spe-
cific tour, please inquire directly.
contact@guben.plastination.com

How long is a visit to the PLASTINARIUM?
A visit to the Plastinarium can be anywhere
from an hour to a day.

Are workshops available?

On occasion pre-planned open workshops
are available. In addition, conference rooms,
trainings, and other special events can be
organized by appointment. Email us to join
our newsletter to learn about upcoming
events: contact@guben.plastination.com.

What else should | do when in Guben?
Visitors to Guben may want to take a short
trip over the bridge, and find themselves in
Poland to grab a bite to eat. On the German
side, Neuzelle is a popular nearby destina-
tion with a monastery, and some historic
landmarks.

Please visit www.plastinarium.com/ for
more information or for additional questions
please contact: info@plastinarium.com



